
1 August 2010 
 
To:   California Head Start/Early Head Start  Programs 
From: California Head Start Association 
Re:   CDA requirement in the Head Start Act of 2007 
 
As many of you know, CHSA wrote a request to the Office of Head Start 
asking that they accept the California Associate Teacher Permit as an 
equivalent to the CDA requirements for EHS teacher and HS teacher 
assistants as stated in the Head Start Act of 2007. (Section 
648A(a)(2)(B)(ii) and Section 645A (h) of the Head Start Act no longer 
identifies a State issued equivalent to the CDA as meeting the 
requirements.)  
 
We are very pleased to share the attached letter that grants that request. 
While Head Start teacher assistants are not mentioned in the letter, OHS has 
stated that there was a previous agreement that identified the 12 units 
required by Community Care Licensing in CA as meeting the CDA equivalent 
and that the agreement was still in effect. 
 
For Early Head Start teachers the equivalent to the CDA is a CA Associate 
Teacher Permit with course work that includes 6 units of infant toddler 
content. This means that an EHS teacher will need to have at least 6 units of 
infant toddler course work as well as the core classes required by licensing. 
(Child/Family/Community, Child Development, and Curriculum). 
 
We appreciate the work that went into getting this equivalent, especially 
from the Region IX office. They spent a lot of time working with the staff at 
OHS to clarify the systems we have in California. Thank you. 
 
If you have any questions contact your program specialist and they should 
be able to help you. 
 
 
Kay Wernert 
President, California Head Start Association 






