SEC. 642. POWERS AND FUNCTION SOF HEAD START AGENCIES. [42U.S.C. 9837]

(e) Collaboration and Coordination - To be so designated, a Head Start agency shall
collaborate and coordinate with public and private entities, to the maximum extent
practicable, to improve the availability and quality of services to Head Start children and
families, including carrying out the following activities:
(1) Conduct outreach to schools in which children participating in the Head Start
program will enroll following the program, local educational agencies, the local
business community, community-based organizations, faith-based organizations,
museums, and libraries to generate support and leverage the resources of the entire
local community in order to improve school readiness.

(2)(A) In communities where both a public prekindergarten program and a Head Start
program operate, collaborate and coordinate activities with the local educational
agency or other public agency responsible for the operation of the
prekindergarten program and providers of prekindergarten, including outreach
activities to identify eligible children.

(B) With the permission of the parents of children enrolled in the Head Start

program, regularly communicate with the schools in which the children will enroll

following the program, to--

(i) share information about such children;

(ii) collaborate with the teachers in such schools regarding professional
development and instructional strategies, as appropriate; and

(iii) ensure a smooth transition to school for such children.

(3) Coordinate activities and collaborate with programs under the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.), the agencies
responsible for administering section 106 of the Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106a) and parts B and E of title IV of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 621 et seq., 670 et seq.), programs under subtitle B of title VII of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.), Even Start
programs under subpart 3 of part B of title [ of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6381 et seq.), programs under section 619 and part C
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et seq.), and
other entities providing early childhood education and development programs or
services, serving the children and families served by the Head Start agency.

(4) Take steps to coordinate activities with the local educational agency serving the
community involved and with schools in which children participating in the Head
Start program will enroll following the program, including--
(A) collaborating on the shared use of transportation and facilities, in appropriate
cases;
(B) collaborating to reduce the duplication and enhance the efficiency of services
while increasing the program participation of underserved populations of eligible
children; and
(C) exchanging information on the provision of noneducational services to such
children.



(5) Enter into a memorandum of understanding, not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007, with the
appropriate local entity responsible for managing publicly funded preschool
programs in the service area of the Head Start agency, that shall--

(A)(i) provide for a review of each of the activities described in clause (ii); and

(ii) include plans to coordinate, as appropriate, activities regarding--
(I) educational activities, curricular objectives, and instruction;
(II) public information dissemination and access to programs for
families contacting the Head Start program or any of the preschool
programs;
(IIT) selection priorities for eligible children to be served by
programs;
(IV) service areas;
(V) staff training, including opportunities for joint staff training on
topics such as academic content standards, instructional methods,
curricula, and social and emotional development;
(VI) program technical assistance;
(VII) provision of additional services to meet the needs of working
parents, as applicable;
(VIII) communications and parent outreach for smooth transitions to
kindergarten as required in paragraphs (3) and (6) of section
642A(a);
(IX) provision and use of facilities, transportation, and other
program elements; and
(X) other elements mutually agreed to by the parties to such
memorandum,;

(B) be submitted to the Secretary and the State Director of Head Start Collaboration
not later than 30 days after the parties enter into such memorandum, except that--
(i) where there is an absence of publicly funded preschool programs in the service
area of a Head Start agency, this paragraph shall not apply; or
(ii) where the appropriate local entity responsible for managing the publicly
funded preschool programs is unable or unwilling to enter into such a
memorandum, this paragraph shall not apply and the Head Start agency shall
inform the Secretary and the State Director of Head Start Collaboration of such
inability or unwillingness; and

(C) be revised periodically and renewed biennially by the parties to such
memorandum, in alighment with the beginning of the school year



